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Executive Summary 
1. 



RGD also proposes to unlock the abundant renewable energy resources for clean 

growth that can help to offset the current climate emergency, develop innovative 

modular housing, digital and unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) drone technologies 

focussing on inclusive economic growth and supporting essential services in some of 

our most fragile communities. 

8. As part of this funding package, the Scottish Government and UK Government will 

each commit £25 million of funding subject to the approval of full business cases. 

Argyll and Bute Council and partners will also commit additional funding to ensure 

that the overall package of funding for the region will be well in excess of £70 
million. This funding will be delivered over a 10-15year period subject to detailed 

businesses cases, statutory processes and implementation plans. 

9. UK Government funding will be in the form of capital to support the delivery of 

infrastructure relating to agreed projects. The majority of this support will be 

provided to support projects that are within the range of the UK Governments 

reserved responsibilities. However up to 10% of this investment can, at the 

discretion of UK Government Ministers, be used to support proposals that are in the 

devolved space. 

10. The Rural Growth Deal is a tri-partite agreement between Argyll and Bute Council, 

the Scottish Government and the UK Government, this joint deal demonstrates our 

strong support to the Argyll region and all parties seek to bring projects forward as 

quickly as possible. 

11. �d�Z�]�•�����}���µ�u���v�š���Œ���‰�Œ���•���v�š�•�������^�,�������•���}�(���d���Œ�u�•�_ agreement building on the already 

significant investment in the region. Both governments are committed to continuing 

their support for the region. Further detail on the implementation of specific 

interventions of the deal will follow. This document has been produced for the 

purposes of outlining the principles of this broad agreement. 

12. The following commitments form part of an overarching Argyll and Bute Rural 

Growth Deal funding package. 

The Proposals 

Tourism �t Creating a World Class Visitor Destination 

13. The growth of tourism has been a major success in recent years in Argyll and Bute 

supported by our Economic Growth Team and key partners such as the Argyll and 

the Isles Tourism Cooperative. This key sector provides circa 25% of all private sector 

jobs in Argyll and since 2008 there has been a 33% increase in visitor numbers with 

tourism worth £479.6 million in 2017 to our economy. 

14. �d�Z�����‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•���o���]�•���š�}���}�‰���v���µ�‰�����������•�•���š�}�����Œ�P�Ç�o�o�[�•�����}���•�š�•�����v�����Á���š���Œ�•���š�}�������À���o�}�‰�����Œ�P�Ç�o�o�����•������
�t���•�š���}�(���^���}�š�o���v�����^�u�µ�•�š���À�]�•�]�š�_���o�}�����š�]�}�v���(�}�Œ the maritime leisure market. There is a 

���o�����Œ���}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�š�Ç���(�}�Œ�����Œ�P�Ç�o�o���š�}���������}�u�����^���}�š�o���v���[�•���‰�Œ�]�u���������•�š�]�v���š�]�}�v���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����u���Œ�]�v����
leisure market, for private craft, charter yachts and cruise ship passengers to come 

ashore and for land-based visitors to gain access to the water on boat excursions and 

for water sports, wildlife watching and to island hop. 



15. The investment via the Rural Growth Deal will encourage continued growth in the 

�u���Œ�]�v�����š�}�µ�Œ�]�•�u���•�����š�}�Œ�����Ç���}�‰���v�]�v�P���µ�‰���u�}�Œ�����}�(�����Œ�P�Ç�o�o�[�•���À���•�š�����}��stline for leisure and 

recreation. In addition, this project will also deliver waterfront infrastructure that 

�Á�]�o�o���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���š�Z�����Œ���P���v���Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���•�}�u�����}�(�����Œ�P�Ç�o�o�[�•���l���Ç�����}���•�š���o���š�}�Á�v�•�����v�����À�]�o�o���P���•�U��
helping to provide attractive and vibrant places to live and work as well as 

destinations to visit. 

Creating a Low Carbon Economy 

16. In the context of a climate emergency, the need to address the economic challenges 

�(�����]�v�P���}�µ�Œ���]�•�o���v�������v�����Œ�µ�Œ���o�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�]���•�����v�����}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�š�]���•���‰�Œ�}�À�]�����������Ç���š�Z�����Œ���P�]�}�v�[s 

Rural Growth Deal, Argyll and Bute Council are working in partnership with the SG, 

Highlands and Islands Enterprise to explore opportunities for a collective approach 

to the development of a local energy system on



22. The Rural Growth Deal will be used to support the delivery of a range of housing 

tenures required to accommodate local workers and support business growth in 

���Œ�����•���}�(���Z�]�P�Z�������u���v���X���d�Z�]�•���]�v���o�µ�����•�������v�µ�u�����Œ���}�(�����Œ�P�Ç�o�o�[�•���]�•�o���v�������}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�]���•���Á�Z���Œ����
the cost of providing housing is considerably higher than the mainland. 

23. All housing will be modern and energy efficient including renewable heating systems 

to counter the high fuel costs in remote areas. The housing design will also be 

innovative by providing dedicated home working facilities and high speed digital 

connectivity to cater for modern, flexible working arrangements. 



29. ���Œ�����š�]�v�P���š�Z�����h�<�[�•���(�]�Œ�•�š���������]�����š�������h���s���š���•t centre, will foster a culture of innovation. 

Combining the efforts of a unique testing environment with a strong local research 

base will accelerate the development, deployment and commercialisation of new 

technologies and support the development of STEM skills in Scotland and the UK. 

Argyll - Digital Connectivity 

30. �/�u�‰�Œ�}�À�]�v�P���š�Z�����Œ���P�]�}�v�[s digital infrastructure is fundamental in futureproofing the 

local economy and to facilitating changes in the way we live, work and do business 

particularly in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. Enhanced digital connectivity will 

drive innovation and improve public and private service delivery while ensuring a 






