





allowed to work up to 5 hours (if under 15) or 8
hours (if 15 or over).

Children cannot work during school hours and can
only work 1 hour before school begins. It is
prohibited for children to work in any industrial
places (including factories and building sites) or in
any work that is likely to harm their health,
wellbeing or education.

Children and begging

In Scotland, it is illegal for parents and people
who look after children to allow children to beg.
It is a crime to make or allow children under the
age of 16 to beg. This means that parents are
responsible for their children and may be
prosecuted should they allow their children to
beg. Itis likely that if members of the public see
children begging, they will tell the Police.

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Itis a crime in Scotland:

= to do this operation

< to do this operation in a different country
to arrange for this operation to be done ina
different country even if it is legal there.

Female Genital Mutilation is extremely harmful. It
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can cause long-term mental and physical suffering.
It violates the most basic of human rights and is
illegal in Scotland.

Forced Marriages

Forced marriage is illegal in Scotland and is
considered to be an abuse of human rights. The
Police will investigate if a crime has been reported
where a child or young person has been forced to
marry against their wishes.

Children who are forced into marriage or subjected
to emotional, physical or sexual abuse as a result,
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are protected by law and
abuse will be investigated
by Child Protection
Services.

Sexual activity and young people
It is an offence in Scotland for adults to have sexual
relationships with children under the age of 16.

Young people have a natural interest in sex and
sexual relationships. They have a right to receive
Health Education, support and protection. This is
recognised by the Education and Health Services in
Scotland.

However, adults have a responsibility to identify
when any relationships with young people may be
abusive or exploitative. Adults should respond and
offer support if they think this is happening. In such
cases adults must always think about reporting the
matter to the authorities so that the young person
concerned can be properly protected.

It is important to know that adults may “groom” or
prepare children and young people with the aim of
harming them. “Grooming” is where adults may
contact and make friends with a child or young
person so that they can sexually abuse them. If you
believe that your child or another child is being

contacted in this way, get advice and support and
always report this to the Police.




Your responsibility

If you are a parent or caregiver,
you are responsible for the
safety and wellbeing of your
children.

Normally, parents meet their
responsibilities with no need
for state agencies to get
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